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 Attempt all questions. 

 It is important to show your working as this may be awarded marks, even if your final answer is 

incorrect. Do not rub your working out. 

 If you cannot do a question, do not spend too long on it. Leave it and go on to the next one 

and if you have time come back to it at the end. 

 If you run out of space to answer a question, continue your answer on the blank sheet at the end 

of the paper. 
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Year 
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 Attempt all questions. 
 If you cannot do a question, leave it, go on to the next one, and if you have time come 



 

 

back to it at the end. 
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Section A –  Comprehension 
 

Michael, a twelve year old boy, is shipwrecked on a desert island with his dog. Here, he meets a 

strange man who appears to live on the island. 
 

He was no more than a few feet away from me when he stopped. We stood looking at each other in 

silence for a few moments. He was leaning on his stick, trying to catch his breath. “Americajin? 

Americajin? American? Eikokujin? British?” 
 

“Yes,” I said, relieved to have understood something at last. “English, I’m English.” 
 

It seemed a struggle for him to get the words out. “No good. Fire, no good. You understand? No 

fire.” He seemed less angry now. 
 

“But my mother, my father, they might see it, see the smoke.” It was plain he didn’t understand me. 

So I pointed out to sea, by way of explanation. “Out there. They’re out there. They’ll see the fire. 

They’ll come and fetch me.” 
 

Instantly he became aggressive again. “Dameda!” he shrieked, waving his stick at me. “No fire!” I 

thought for a moment he was going to attack me, but he did not. Instead he began to rake through 

the sand at my feet with his stick. He was drawing the outline of something, jabbering 

incomprehensibly all the time. It looked like some kind of a fruit at first, a nut perhaps, a peanut. 

Now I understood. It was a map of the island. When it was done he fell on his knees beside it, and 

piled up mounds of sand, one at each end – the two hills. Then, very deliberately, he etched out a 

straight line, top to bottom, cutting the smaller end of the island off from the larger one. 
 

“You, boy. You here,” he said, pointing back towards my cave at the end of the beach. “You.” And he 

stabbed his finger in the mound of sand that was my hill. Then across the whole of the sand map he 

began to write something. The lettering was not letters at all, but symbols – all kinds of ticks and 

pyramids and crosses and horizontal lines and slashes and squiggles – and he wrote it all backwards, 

in columns, from right to left. 
 

He sat back on his haunches and tapped his chest. “Kensuke. I, Kensuke. My island.” And he brought 

his hand down sharply like a chopper, separating the island in two. “I, Kensuke. Here. You, boy. 

Here.” I was already in no doubt as to what he meant. Suddenly he was on his feet again waving me 

away with his stick. “Go, boy. No fire. Dameda. No fire. You understand?” 
 

I did not argue, but walked away at once. When, after a while, I dared to look back, he was kneeling 

down beside what was left of my fire, and scooping still more sand on to it. 
 

When I next looked back, the fire was not smoking at all. It had been completely smothered, and the 

old man was nowhere to be seen. 
 

For the rest of that day I stayed in my cave. For some reason I felt safe there. I suppose I had already 

begun to think of it as home. I had no other. I felt as an orphan must feel, abandoned and alone in 

the world. I was frightened, I was angry, I was completely bewildered. 
 

I took a long hard look at my situation. I was marooned on an island in the middle of nowhere, very 

probably with a madman for company, and a bunch of howling monkeys (at least one orang-utan 

amongst them) – and God knows what else might be hidden in the forest – and millions of 

mosquitoes that would eat me alive every night. I knew only one thing. I had to get away. But how? 

How was I ever going to get off the island unless I could attract the attention of some passing ship? I 

could be here for the rest of my life. The thought didn’t bear dwelling on. 
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Please answer all questions in full sentences. 
 

1)   This extract is narrated by a young boy, Michael. What is a narrator? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(1) 
 
 
 

2)   “He sat back on his haunches and tapped his chest. “Kensuke. I, Kensuke. My island.” And he 

brought his hand down sharply like a chopper, separating the island in two. “I, Kensuke. Here. 

You, boy. Here.” I was already in no doubt as to what he meant.” 

 
What do you think Kensuke is trying to tell Michael? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

,…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(2) 
 
 
 
 

 
3)   Why do you think that Michael felt safe in his cave? Give as many reasons as you can. 

 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

.................................................................................................................................................................. 

(3) 
 
 
 
 

 
4)   Find three words that explain how Michael felt about being stranded on the island. What do 

these words suggest to you about his experience? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

(4) 
 
 
 

5)   Why do think that Michael wanted to light a fire and why might Kensuke not want him to do 

so? 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

(5) 
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Section B - Writing 
 

The extract in section A was about a boy of your age who has just become trapped on a remote 

desert island. 
 

Imagine a similar thing has happened to you. Use the space below to write about the first things you 

would do if you were stranded on a desert island and hoping for rescue. Remember to use a wide 

range of words and techniques to make your experience seem real to the reader. 
 

You will be assessed on your use of grammar, punctuation and spelling as well as your ability to 

effectively communicate your ideas. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... (15) 




